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“Cultivating Care”

Image Description: Photo of a small child
helping to pull a person in a wheelchair
over a curb onto a sidewalk.

Earlier in June, the governor of
Louisiana signed a bill that will re-
quire the Ten Commandments to be
displayed in every public school
classroom, including state-funded
universities. Many pastors and other
Christians | follow on Twitter com-
mented that one never hears about
evangelical or conservative Chris-
tians requiring the Beatitudes to be
displayed. Some of the comments
come *this* close to sounding like
the Beatitudes are somehow better
or require more from us than the
Ten Commandments do. When the
truth is, we as human beings have
difficulty adhering to either set of
religious morals. And neither one
belongs in a public school classroom.

NEW ARK UCC
A Just Peace, Open & Affirming,
Earthwise Congregation

Rev. Cynthia Robinson, Pastor

Even so, to get people on
board, Jesus distilled the law and
prophets to two commandments,
and there were none greater than
these: Love God with all your
heart, soul, mind, and strength,
and love your neighbor as your-
self. Jesus viewed compassion and
empathy as essential for living in
community.

Those who are in favor of this
law state that the Ten Command-
ments are “foundational docu-
ments of our state and national
governments.” It has also been
said that one does not need reli-
gion to have morals. If one cannot
determine right from wrong, what
is lacking is empathy, not religion.
We cannot cultivate (or compel)
love of God in a public school
classroom but we can cultivate
empathy and compassion, regard-
less of religious belief or not.

Human beings putting aside
the ability to be empathetic and
compassionate, neglecting it, and
calling it weak, regardless of their
politics, plays right into the hands
of White Christian nationalism and
empire. It is easier to dehumanize
others and perpetuate violence
against them when we have no
feeling for them but fear and hate.

It is easier to enshrine privilege
and hierarchy and segregate
ourselves from each other.

Rather than trying to imag-
ine ourselves in someone’s situ-
ation, empathy is more about
learning from another person’s
perspective and experience, lis-
tening to their emotions, and of-
fering our understanding and
help if we can. We're not called
to suffer with someone but to
give care. It’'s also important
that we take care of our own
spirits and ask for help when we
need it.

If we want to cultivate em-
pathy, we first need a mindset,
a desire to grow spiritually,
emotionally. We need to expose
ourselves to differences in peo-
ple, through books, movies, TV,
places we visit, listening to oth-
ers, volunteering, inviting others
to join us. Cultivating and re-
newing our empathy is a spir-
itual practice, best done in com-
munity, both in person and
online.

Love each other,
Share with each other,
Check on each other,

Cynthia

300 East Main Street
Newark, Delaware 19711
302.737.4711

www.newarkucc.org
newarkucc@verizon.net




NEW ARK UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

CONVENER’S CORNER

Jenny Greenzweig, Convener

What a special time it was celebrating our church’s 45th anniver-
sary! Thank you again to all who organized and contributed. It was a
wonderful day of connecting and reconnecting. For me, it was mean-
ingful that we were reminded of our past and the uniqueness of our
church, but also that we are always moving forward. We continue to
walk-the-talk: open and affirming, Earthwise, and just peace.

When we joined in 1996, the New Ark had just completed a capi-
tal campaign and was preparing to move into a building of its own. |
remember being told that this was an especially difficult decision for
some, not due to the finances but due to the outreach. Many strug-
gled with the decision because they felt that there were more re-
sources to devote to community outreach if we didn’t have a building
to maintain, a split focus. With that in mind, the New Ark has been
sure to offer our building to other groups, sometimes rent-free.
When we took up residence, a preschool did, too. Now, we have the
STAR Foundation using those back rooms and we have convened a
Task Force to explore the feasibility of expanding our space upward!

Have a wonderful summer! Rest and reconnect!
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July and August Meetings
Friday, July 26 and Friday, August 23, 2024 at 12:30 p.m.

July Project:
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Guatemala

The mission of Limitless Ho-
rizons Ixil is to create opportu-
nities for the indigenous youth,
women, and families of Chajul,
Guatemala, to develop the aca-
demic and professional skills
needed to effect change in
their lives and community. The
grant will enable a team of

local female staff to educate
and empower 110 indigenous
girls and women living in ex-
treme poverty by providing ac-
cess to education and academic
support, career training, life
skills workshops, mentorship,
and income-generating oppor-
tunities including a commu-
nity-led artisan program.

August Project:
Flying Kites — Kenya
& Impact Girls — Zambia

In partnership with a cohort
of underserved primary schools,
Flying Kites is addressing the
biggest barriers to learning for
children in rural Kenya. Our
grant will support the expan-

sion of the Girls United Program
which provides a holistic school
curriculum to ensure that every
girl has access to the critical re-
sources she needs to come to
school, stay in school, and thrive
in school. Underpinned by the
unique G.I.R.L.S. framework
(composed of Guidance, Infor-
mation, Resources, Leadership,
and Skill-building) and year-long
curriculum, this grant directly
supports investment in 42 fe-
male teachers to launch and
lead Girls United Clubs to ad-
dress the biggest barriers to
learning for girls aged 10-14, in-
cluding early pregnancy and lack
of sexual and reproductive
health information.

Impact Network empowers
and uplifts rural girls and young
women in Zambia with an ap-
proach that addresses the criti-
cal challenges they face.

Impact Girls is committed to
addressing issues such as limited
agency in decisions regarding
health, as well as the scarcity of
essential menstrual health hy-
giene materials and knowledge.
Additionally, the grant aims to
create economic opportunities
for rural African communities.
The project will support key
components of the Impact Girls
Program, benefiting over 3,000
girls and women, including Men-
strual Health Workshops, GLOW
Clubs (Girls Leading Our World
Clubs), NetGirls Zambia League,
Financial Literacy for Women,
Female Mentor Program, and
more.



A FRIENDLY
REMINDER
from the PCRC

Monday is
Pastor Cynthia’s
day off.
Kindly be respectful!

LECTIONARY
READINGS
for JULY

B July?7

Il Samuel 5:1-5, 9-10
Psalm 48

Il Corinthians 12:2-10
Mark 6:1-13

B July14

Il Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-19
Psalm 24

Ephesians 1:3-14

Mark 6:14-29

B July 21

Il Samuel 7:1-14a
Psalm 89:20-37
Ephesians 2:11-22
Mark 6:30-34, 53-56

B July 28

Il Samuel 11:1-15
Psalm 14
Ephesians 3:14-21
John 6:1-21
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LECTIONARY
READINGS
for AUGUST

B August4

Il Samuel 11:26—12:13a
Psalm 51:1-12
Ephesians 4:1-16

John 6:24-35

B August 11

Il Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33
Psalm 130

Ephesians 4:25—5:2

John 6:35, 41-51

B August 18

| Kings 2:10-12; 3:3-14
Psalm 111

Ephesians 5:15-20
John 6:51-58

B August 25

| Kings 8:22-30, 41-43
Psalm 84

Ephesians 6:10-20
John 6:56-69

PASTOR’S SUMMER
SCHEDULE

Pastor Cynthia will be on vaca-
tion August 5-25, 2024. The Rev.
Andrew Weber will be available
for emergency pastoral care while
Pastor Cynthia is away.

WISDOM WEDNESDAYS
and SECOND SUNDAYS

Wisdom Wednesdays will be
on hiatus during July and August.
In the fall we will look at several
videos from a series called “Chris-
tianity’s Family Tree.” The first of
the fall series will be on Wednes-
day, September 4 via Zoom.

We are initiating an in-person
series on the Second Sundays of
each month, so, the first “Second
Sunday” program will be on Sep-
tember 8. A different program in
the same series will be shown and
discussed at that time.

Mark your calendars for first
Wednesdays via Zoom and second
Sundays in person as we explore
some history of ancestors in the
faith.

GUESTS in the PULPIT

In August during Cynthia’s vaca-
tion, we will have the opportunity
to hear different voices bringing
us the message of the day. On Au-
gust 11, the Rev. Debra Ebling will
return. Rev. Ebling, a UCC or-
dained minister, is chaplain at
Cokesbury Village. Rabbi lulav
Lieberman will be with us on Au-
gust 18 to share a message. Rabbi
Liberman, CEO of Shovel & Forks
Farms and former rabbi at Temple
Beth El, will add a new voice to
our congregation. The Rev. Mike
Lonergan, a familiar congregant, is
a retired UCC pastor whose most
recent church was Painted Hills
UCC in Arizona. Mike will preach
on August 25.



BOOK GROUP - JULY

The NAUCC Book Group will
meet at 2:00 p.m. on Thurs-
day, July 18, at the home of
Marcia Rahn. We'll be discuss-
ing the book, Mad Honey, by
Jodi Picoult and Jennifer Fin-
ney Boylan. Donna Dickhart
will lead the discussion.

BOOK GROUP - AUGUST

The NAUCC Book Group will
meet at 2:00 p.m. on Thurs-
day, August 15, at the home of
Shirley Meehan. We'll be dis-
cussing the book, Remarkably
Bright Creatures, by Shelby
Van Pelt. Maggie Passero will
lead the discussion.
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CONTINUING
to INVESTIGATE the
POSSIBILITIES of
OUR PROPERTY

In the spring of 2023, we had
a newsletter article and a dis-
cussion at the Congregational
Meeting about the possibility
of creating a multi-story build-
ing on the church’s property,
with the first floor being for
our congregation’s use. We
would then partner with a
housing organization which
would manage multiple floors
of low-income apartments.

One of our major ques-
tions is whether the property
can support a multi-story
building. Determining the an-
swer to this will require an en-
gineering evaluation. At the
June Coordinating Committee,
the Committee created a task
force to prepare us for an en-
gineering evaluation. There
are three who already have
agreed to serve on the task
force: John Williams, Mike
Lonergan, and Tim Brasel. If
you are interested in serving
on this task force, please con-
tact Debbie Micklos at
diam197@comcast.net.

Recently, we have become
aware of a potential funder
for the engineering evalua-
tion. The question asked by
the potential funder was, “If
we learned that it is possible
to build a multi-story building
on this property, would the
congregation support the con-
cept of the church sharing the
building with an affordable
housing project?”

A poll was taken this
week to answer that ques-
tion. Of the 46 participants,
more than 90 percent re-
sponded that they would be
willing to go forward with the
concept of having the church
share a multi-story building
with an affordable housing
project if the engineering sur-
vey shows that it is possible to
build a multi-story building on
the property.

A MESSAGE from the
REV. MARVIN SILVER

“There Is No Beauty but the
Beauty of Action”
—Moroccan Proverb

“Good people of the Cen-
tral Atlantic Conference,
thank you. Serving as Associ-
ate Conference Minister for
Justice and Witness Ministries
for the past nine years has
been a challenge and joy. The
experience is one | will never
forget and | am thankful for
how it has shaped my leader-
ship and personhood. | am
better for having the oppor-
tunity to serve and be in rela-
tionship with you, and | hope
you share the same senti-
ments.

We have created beauty
together. Beauty that | believe
will last beyond our relation-
ship. The beauty of our ac-
tions, to make the whole
greater than the sum of the
parts, is visionary, strategic,
profound and powerful.”

You may read Rev. Silver’s
message in its entirety here:
https://www.cacucc.org/hap-

penings-june-13-2024.
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SEPTEMBER
NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE

12:00 noon
on Monday,
August 26, 2024

2025 EVENT: MARK
YOUR CALENDARS!

On Sunday afternoon, Janu-
ary 19, 2025 at 3:00 p.m., we
will be hosting a fundraiser
for New Beginnings, Next
Step with their musician/Ex-
ecutive Director, John Flynn,
providing a late afternoon of
folk music. New Beginnings,
Next Step runs peer support
groups inside and outside of
prison to help members build
resilience by establishing re-
lationships of trust and deep
connection to community.
Singer-songwriter and social
activist John Flynn has gar-
nered praise and support
from legends like Kris Kristof-
ferson and Arlo Guthrie.

New Bewoinnings

NEXT™OSTEP

See additional information
about New Beginnings, Next
Step at https://newbegin-
nings-nextstep.org/. Mark
your calendars now to join us
to enjoy an afternoon of mu-
sic and support a worthwhile
local agency.

NEW ARK UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

JULY BIRTHDAYS

02 Rich Wildonger

02 Laura Polis

05 Jamie Williams

09 Bill Dickhart

09 Kevin Nana-Sinkam
10 Alaric Eber

14 Lynn Boulter

22 Susan Yetman

22 lJim Pletz
25 Clay Foster
25 Mindy Cox
AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
02 Mike Lonergan » . .
06 Joshwa Mahniam ’\ﬂ ?

07 Cynthia E. Robinson g 4 .,,' : {‘t“ )
09 Jake Dickhart z”aﬁ'\gt‘q

10 Kundai Masunungure
13 Liz Colton 1{ Blfthda
13 Carl Wasylyszyn aPPy y
14 Martha Stevenson
19 Lauren Fischer llliano
20 Vickie Fischer

22 Connie Cox
24 Elliot Seguin

If we've missed your special day, please
24 Carla Durr contact the church office at (302) 737-4711

25 Barbara Williams

26 Wendy Bertsche

30 Jon Jeffery

31 Laura Bitter Czerwinski
31 Nancy Chase

or email newarkucc@verizon.net.

FAREWELL to the REV. MARVIN SILVER

As you may know, the Central Atlantic Conference is saying goodbye and
Godspeed to the Rev. Marvin Silver with immense gratitude for his years of
ministry in the CAC. We are in the process of scheduling a farewell reception to
honor Marvin and thank him, and we will also honor him at our Conference
Annual Meeting in October.

You are invited, whether as an individual or a church, to join in expressing
gratitude to this good and faithful servant leader among us by donating toward
a gift from the Conference to Marvin. You may donate online here. If you
would like to make the donation by check, please send it payable to the Central
Atlantic Conference and write in the memo line "M. Silver."

Thank you for your generosity.
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CLIMATE CHANGE —

“Just the Facts, Ma’am”

My older brother, Ken, com-
posed the following response to
the Arizona Courier, addressing
an article regarding climate
change. This month's Earthwise
Tips covers Ken's first four re-
sponse's and Earthwise Tips in
the September newsletter will
cover responses 5-8 along with
ending summary comments. |
hope you find Ken's comments in-
formative. —Ron Hartman
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Many articles in the Courier
over the past year contend
there is no global warming—
that it’s a deception produced
by ignorant or corrupt bureau-
crats/academicians, funded by
a “global cabal” that, for ob-
scure reasons, is enamored of
deceiving everyone. That’s not
only paranoid, it avoids the is-
sue. Science requires that the
climate hypothesis, itself, must
be proven/disproven—motiva-
tions of the protagonists are ir-
relevant.

The articles are replete with
false statements which are re-
futed below, based solely on
observations, measurements,
and established physics/chem-
istry—starting points (of

NEW ARK UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

“knowable validity”) in any con-
sideration of climate change.

1) There has been no increase
in global temperature and it
started down 20 years ago.
False. Thousands of meas-
urements by independent
agencies have shown a 1.1°C
increase since 1900 and a
20.3 °C increase over the last
20 years.

2) Global ice coverage is actu-
ally increasing. False. 400
billion tons are being lost an-
nually, for a cumulative loss
of 8 trillion tons since 2002.

3) Fluctuating solar output cor-
relates with the temperature
rise over the last hundred
years. False. Satellite meas-
urements over the last 60
years have shown constant
solar irradiance at ~1361 *
1W/m?, while average global

temperature has risen
~0.8°C. ( NASA/NOAA)

4) CO; cannot affect the global
temperature. False. Radia-
tion falling on the earth from
the sun (~5000°K) is mostly
in the visible range. Radia-
tion into space from the
earth (~288°K) is in the infra-
red range. To maintain a
constant temperature, the
energy emitted must equal
the energy absorbed. While
CO; is essentially transpar-
ent in the visible region, it
absorbs in the infrared, thus
decreasing the amount of
energy escaping into space
and thereby increasing sur-
face temperature.

Just some of the facts, folks.

HOT DOG DAY

Hot Dog Day is a student showcase day at Opening Number Riding
Academy where my horse resides in Rising Sun, MD. Each class partic-
ipated in a drill (choreographed horse movement) to display their tal-
ents. Cathy and Mark Atkinson participated, showing off their skills in
pony cart driving to “Mr. Roboto.”

Cathy also participated in the Adult Riding drill to “I’'m Just Ken,”
with each rider dressed as a Barbie character including police, doctor,
cowgirl, and rock star.
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Thanks to Martha Bailey and daughter, and to Lyn Boulter and
friend, who came out to cheer us on! —Cathy Atkinson
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CELEBRATING the 45™ ANNIVERSARY of the NEW ARK UCC
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Craig Peterson Mayoral Proclamation Cake Cutting
and Cynthia Robinson

Luncheon




2024 BENEVOLENCE
RECIPIENT:

Lori's Hands\\%

Community Health Service Learning

Each year, the Social Justice
Committee distributes NAUCC's
Benevolence budget among
various local nonprofits. One
group that received a benevo-
lence from NAUCC this year for
the first time is an organization
called Lori's Hands. This non-
profit began its work with UD
students back around 2009 and
became its own nonprofit or-
ganization in 2012.

Lori's Hands builds mutually
beneficial partnerships be-
tween community members
with chronic illness and college
students. They train college stu-
dent volunteers to make weekly
visits to community members
who live with chronic illness.
These folks often need helpers
like these students to help
them keep living comfortably
on their own. Students help
with tasks that an elderly oriill
person can no longer handle on
their own. Meanwhile, the cli-
ents help educate the students
about how challenging it can be
living in the real world with dis-
abilities. Both clients and stu-
dents benefit from this collabo-
rative relationship.

You can find a lot more in-
formation about Lori’s Hands
(for instance, where their name
came from) on their website at
https://lorishands.org.

—Kathy Hyde
Social Justice Committee
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The Nanticoke Indian Association, Inc.
27073 John ]. Williams Highway

Millsboro, Delaware 19966

Phone: (302) 945-3400

Fax: (302) 947-9411

Email: info@nanticokeindians.org

Website: www.nanticokeindians.org

The Nanticoke Indian Association, Inc., would like to take this
opportunity to thank you for your generous donation to our
Scholarship Fund. With your continued support, we can main-
tain our culture and heritage. We are ever mindful of the respon-
sibility we have, as leaders, to teach our young adults and youth
their responsibility in maintaining the legacy we are entrusting
to them. —Avery S. Johnson, Chief
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NATURE in YOUR YARD: HOMEGROWN NATIONAL PARK

e Habitat Presentation and Meadow Tour

e Saturday, September 7, 2024, 9:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m.
e Unitarian Universalist Society of Mill Creek,

e 579 Polly Drummond Hill Road, Newark DE 19711.
e Free kid-friendly event open to the public

'K

This family-friendly event is presented by the Newark Interfaith Green
Team. Learn how to create a native habitat in your own yard. Your children
can learn about butterflies and other interesting bugs. Tour our meadow to
see how native plants help pollinators. See how to reduce your carbon foot-
print. See some of the best plants to use. Help nature and all its creatures.
Learn about the Homegrown National Park movement and the importance of
reducing our green grass lawn areas.

Please RSVP to newarkinterfaithgreenteam@gmail.com.
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JULY 2024 CALENDAR
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AUGUST 2024 CALENDAR
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