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From a waiting soul...
“Elevator speech”

Since we received the
consultant’s report from our fall
workshop, I’'ve been focusing on
and toying with one of the
phrases in the distinctive identity
on diversity: “No matter who you
are, what you believe, or who
you love, our family invites you
to join us.” I'm hoping we can
come up with a short, pithy
statement that says who we are,
what some folks might call the
beginnings of an elevator speech.

The part I've been toying with
is “our family invites you to join
us.” Family is a word with a lot of
baggage, some of it good, some
of it not so good. Even though we
use the word family in
connection to church with all
good intentions, like all other
families, we often fall short of
our good intentions because
we’re human.

Then there’s the rest of the
phrase: invites you to join us. |

NEW ARK UCC
A Just Peace, Open & Affirming,
Earthwise Congregation

Rev. Cynthia Robinson, Pastor

“I WAIT FOR THE LORD,
MY SOUL WAITS, AND IN
HIS WORD I HOPE.”
PSALM 130: 5

know it sounds pretty harmless but
the days of expecting people to
show up at our door because
they’ve heard about us or because
of marketing or because they
might be attracted to any program
we might offer are over, frankly.
For people to join us, we need to
actually invite them to church.
When was the last time any of us
invited our neighbors or a friend or
co-worker going through a rough
time to church? Also, for church to
be church, it can’t be a one-sided
proposition: people coming to
where we are. People are making
meaningful connection and
community in other ways, at other
times; we are called to be church
wherever people are.

So | started playing around with
phrases like “you are welcome

” ”n u

here,” “we will embrace you,” “we

will journey with you” —

something that would speak to
the changing reality of church
and our willingness to follow that
call. But | just can’t seem to find
the right verb—one that creates
a spark, an “aha!” a feeling of
moving into something both
familiar and new.

| served as an interim pastor
to a church that was also trying
to come up with a short,
descriptive statement about who
they are, that they would use as
not only part of the search
process, but would be on their
bulletin, their website,
newsletter, etc. With a church
consultant, we came up with
these words: “Woodmont United
Church of Christ dares to reveal
God’s unconditional love by
accepting and welcoming all
people, through joyful and
creative worship, faithful service,
and spiritual growth.” It was the
verb “dares” that galvanized the
group present and then the
congregation. With three other

M See ‘Speech’ page 5
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CONVENER’S CORNER

Storm Longhauser, Convener

We have begun the work of
putting the results of our fall
workshop into action. We've
started with creating five
distinctive identity statements
that will help describe who the
New Ark is based on our
history and our vision for the
future. There is a statement to
describe our diversity, one to
describe our social justice
mission, another for our
worship, one for our theology,
and one to describe our
unique governance. We will be
asking members to vote on
adopting these statements at
the quarterly congregational
meeting on Sunday, April 23.
Prior to that, on Sunday, April
2, we will offer these
documents in preliminary form
for you to review and discuss.

Of course every church has
these statements tucked away
on a shelf somewhere. Many
never see the need to change
them. But to stay relevant in
changing times, we need
language that fits us, that
speaks to us. And that will
speak to others who are not
yet as familiar with the New
Ark as we are. We should have
language that we won’t want
to just put on the shelf until
the next review. Language that
we live and breathe.

As an example of the

difference language can make,
| reworded the Lord’s Prayer,
using the words that have
been in my head often as
we’ve recited it together each
Sunday. | am reassured
knowing that | am not the first
to do it — there are many,
many other versions. Of
course, maybe that makes it
more daunting. Either way,
here’s my version:

Wondrous, loving God of
all,

Who patiently waits for us
with heaven,

You are sacred to us,

Guide our hands as we work
towards your way of shalom,

That we might be able to
glimpse your heaven here on
Earth,

Nourish our spirit today and
every day,

Free us from guilt and
shame,

As we do the same for
others,

You know our failings and
our struggles,

Help us rise above them,

For your way of peace is our
way,

Your love is the power that
sets us free,

To love one another, for
ever and ever.

Amen.

Palm Sunday, April 9.

EASTER FLOWERS

We will decorate the Sanctuary with potted tulips on
Easter Sunday, April 16. If you would like to purchase
tulips ($11 per pot) in memory or in honor of someone,
please sign the sheet in Wells Halls and deposit your
money or check (made payable to New Ark UCC) in the
aftached envelope. All orders must be received by

On Saturday, April 15 we will decorate a cross with
live flowers. All are welcome to assist following the
cupcake decorating. If anyone has flowers blooming at
that time, please bring them to the church that morning.
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BYLAWS VOTING RESCEDULED TO APRIL 23 AND MAY 7

Mark your calendars! At our
next quarterly congregational
meeting on Sunday, April 23
we will read and vote on the
proposed Bylaws revision
regarding Membership in the
New Ark UCC. A follow-up
reading and vote, as required
by our Bylaws, will be held in a
special meeting called by the
Membership Growth
Committee for Sunday, May 7,
immediately following the
worship service.

These votes will represent
the culmination of work that
began in 2013 that included
not only discussion in the
committee, but also input from
the Coordinating Committee,

Christian Education
Committee, an adult education
study series, response to a
church-wide letter followed by
a specially called congrega-
tional meeting to review the
proposal, and informal and
formal conversations with
individual members. This
inclusion of as many people as
possible in the development of
the final product was very
important to us, and we
appreciate and thank all those
who participated.

Prior to these upcoming
readings and votes, you will
receive 1. An email copy of the
proposal; 2. A cover letter
explaining the basis of our

thoughts; and 3. A copy of the
original bylaws accompanied
by notes describing the specific
changes for comparison
purposes with the proposed
bylaws. There are no changes
in these documents from an
earlier mailing you received.
We are resending them for
your convenience and to
refresh memories.

We thank you for your time
and prayerful thoughts,

Submitted by the Bylaws
committee members for
Membership Growth: Gloria
Noel, Bob Cassels, Ed
Robinson, Rev. Cynthia
Robinson, Dave Newman, and
Mary Jo Williams.

NEXT NEW ARK COFFEEHOUSE SLATED FOR APRIL 14

If you missed our first
coffeehouse, you’re in luck.
The New Ark will be hosting a
second coffeehouse on Friday,
April 14. Our goal in presenting
these events is to offer the
healing balm of music in the
midst of our everyday stresses.
The upcoming coffeehouse will
feature The Promise is Hope, a
husband and wife folk duo
from Worcester, Mass. You can
find out more about them and
sample their music at
www.ThePromiselsHope.com.

April 14 also happens to be
Good Friday, so we will begin
at 7 p.m. with some meditative

music, followed by a break for
coffee and refreshments at
7:30 p.m. The main show will
begin at 8 p.m. The Promise Is
Hope will be joined by Shane
Palko, who headlined our
December coffeehouse. You
can listen to Shane’s music at
www.ShanePalkoMusic.com.
There is a suggested
minimum donation of $5.

Proceeds from the coffee-
house will benefit a fund to
offset the medical expenses
for a relative of one of the
performers who is undergoing
costly experimental medical
treatments for a brain tumor.

Going forward, it is our hope
that any future musical events
we offer include a benefit or
cause beyond ourselves.
Hope to see you there!

MARK THE
DATE: MAY
NEWSLETTER

DEADLINE IS
MONDAY,
APRIL 24


http://www.thepromiseishope.com/
http://www.shanepalkomusic.com/

OUR DISTINCTIVE
IDENTITIES AT NAUCC

During our fall workshop,
we developed the beginnings
of five distinctive statements
about our church in these
primary identities:

Diversity /ONA; Social
Justice /Service /Mission;
Theology; Worship, the Arts
and Participation; and
Governance.

Committees that have
responsibilities in these areas
have already done some
tweaking, and now we need
your input. On Sunday, April 2
at 11 a.m. draft statements of
these five distinctive identities
will be presented for your
review, comments, and
suggestions. When these
statements are completed, they
will be presented at a
congregational meeting for a
vote. Come and have your say!

JOIN GENERAL SYNOD

WORSHIP JULY 2

Come be a part of the 31st
General Synod in Baltimore,
MD! Worship is one of the best
ways to experience the fullness
of not only General Synod but
of the UCC Delegates and
visitors from around the nation
and the globe will gather to
praise, to pray, to hear how
God is still speaking, and to
give witness to the power of
the Spirit in our life together.

We will carpool after
worship. Drivers are needed.
Sign up in Wells Hall or here:
http://www.signupgenius.co
m/go/10c0549a4ac2calfcl-

general.
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ADULT EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES

SECOND SUNDAY SERIES:
On April 9 at 11 a.m. will be the
fourth and final series on
White Privilege, Let’s Talk, a
UCC curriculum dealing with
race relations. This last
session’s topic is “On Becoming
an Ally” with five related
essays by five theologians
available on SLACK. It is helpful
but not essential that one read
the essays prior to joining the
conversation.

Areas of discussion will be:
A) the difference between
being non-racist and anti-
racist; B) understanding
microaggressions; and C)
getting called out: how to

apologize to others.

Are there specific actions
we as the New Ark should be
taking? If so, what, when, and
how?

LECTIONARY DIVINA: The
last Sunday of each month at
11 a.m. will be devoted to a
scriptural study based on a
practice called Lectio Divina.
Multiple readings of the
scripture plus time for quiet
reflection rather than intense
dissection of the text are key
to the practice. The lectionary
readings for the first Sunday of
the next month (Acts 2:42-47;
Psalm 23; 1 Peter 2:19-25;
John 10:1-10) will be the focus.

CELEBRATE PALM SUNDAY - APRIL9

When the crowds gathered
to welcome Jesus into
Jerusalem, they cut palm
branches and waved them.
Palm trees were what was
available to them. They used
the resources they had at
hand.

As an Earthwise church, we
have used Eco Palms
(https://ecopalms.org/) so
that the palm fronds would be

sustainably harvested and
workers would be paid a fair
wage. Even so, these palms
must be flown in from another
country.

This year, instead of palms,
we will be using the resources

we have at hand. We have tall
grasses on our church property
that we will use. We also invite
you to bring whatever
greenery you may have
growing in your own yard as
part of the celebration.

This is a departure from
tradition but we still hold to
the tradition behind the
tradition: we remember and
observe the day that Jesus
entered Jerusalem for the last
time and reflect on what that
means in our relationship to
God and to our world. Come
and proclaim once again,
"Hosanna!" which means
"Save us!"


http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0549a4ac2ca1fc1-general
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0549a4ac2ca1fc1-general
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0549a4ac2ca1fc1-general
https://ecopalms.org/
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HIGHMARK WALK TEAM FORMING

Once again Friendship
House will participate in the
Highmark Walk for a Healthy
Community. Mark Saturday,
June 3 on your calendar and
join us walking — or sponsoring
a walker — and help support
Friendship House. Our team is
called New Ark UCC (imagine!!)
and can be accessed at
https://secure2.convio.net/hc
f/site/STR/Wilmington/Highm
arkWalk?pg=informational&a

mp;fr_id=2067&amp;type=fr i

nformational&amp;sid=1330&

pc2 page=center. You can also

just search for the Highmark
Walk for a Healthy Community
(Wilmington) to find our team.
For those unaware of
Friendship House, their
website states “Based in New
Castle County, Delaware,
Friendship House is a non-
profit, Christian corporation in
service to those individuals and

families that are or are at risk
of becoming homeless.
Welcoming to all, Friendship
House strives to serve as a
sanctuary and a stepping stone
to each person in need
through the traditional
spiritual ministries of
hospitality, education,
empowerment and
community.”

The Newark Empowerment
Center is one of the many
programs under the Friendship
House umbrella. The go-bags
we assemble three times a
year go to clients of the
Newark Empowerment Center.
This center coordinates
Newark’s Code Purple efforts
to provide shelter during
extremely cold weather. A
significant number of the
volunteers at the
Empowerment Center are
from our congregation.

‘Elevator speech’ -

B Continued from page 1

UCC churches in the same
town, they wanted to say
what made them stand out.
They were the only church in
town that gave an
extravagant, unabashed,
unconditional welcome.

In the midst of all the
flavors of Christianity in
Newark and in the
surrounding region, what
makes us stand out? What
verb captures the mission,
the welcome, the embrace
that is the New Ark? If you
had one minute or less in a
conversation to elevate the
New Ark, what would YOU
say?

Be one, be open, be new,

Cynthia

APRIL BIRTHDAYS

1 Greg Greenzweig

7 Heather Suchanec-Cooper

13 Morgan Bayer
14  Erik Dressler

18 Doug Chase
24 Ellen Pletz

25 Gloria Noel

27 Emma Dressler, Marcia Rahn,
and Terri Haomm Harrison

28 Lisa Smola Howard

May God Bless You on your birthday!
If we've missed your special day, please contact the church office
at (302) 737-4711 or email newarkuccc@verizon.net.

NEW ARK
BOOK GROUP

The Book Group will meet
at 7 p.m. on Thursday, April
20 at the home of Marty
Stevenson for discussion of
A Constellation of Vital
Phenomena by Anthony
Marra. The talk will be led
by Pam Mezzaraups.
Everyone is welcome to
aftend.



https://secure2.convio.net/hcf/site/STR/Wilmington/HighmarkWalk?pg=informational&amp;fr_id=2067&amp;type=fr_informational&amp;sid=1330&pc2_page=center
https://secure2.convio.net/hcf/site/STR/Wilmington/HighmarkWalk?pg=informational&amp;fr_id=2067&amp;type=fr_informational&amp;sid=1330&pc2_page=center
https://secure2.convio.net/hcf/site/STR/Wilmington/HighmarkWalk?pg=informational&amp;fr_id=2067&amp;type=fr_informational&amp;sid=1330&pc2_page=center
https://secure2.convio.net/hcf/site/STR/Wilmington/HighmarkWalk?pg=informational&amp;fr_id=2067&amp;type=fr_informational&amp;sid=1330&pc2_page=center
https://secure2.convio.net/hcf/site/STR/Wilmington/HighmarkWalk?pg=informational&amp;fr_id=2067&amp;type=fr_informational&amp;sid=1330&pc2_page=center
https://secure2.convio.net/hcf/site/STR/Wilmington/HighmarkWalk?pg=informational&amp;fr_id=2067&amp;type=fr_informational&amp;sid=1330&pc2_page=center
mailto:newarkuccc@verizon.net
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YOUTH CE COLLECTING ITEMS FOR CWS HYGIENE KITS

In CE we have been talking
about One Great Hour of
Sharing — specifically focusing
on the importance of having
access to clean water. We
learned about the wells and
pumps that the One Great
Hour of Sharing money helps
to build. We also learned how
important it is to have clean
water for cooking, for planting
crops, for caring for animals,
for cleaning, and for staying
healthy.

One week we carried empty
jugs 10 times around Wells
Hall, then filled them at our
well in the bathroom, and then
carried the full jugs 10 times
around Wells Hall back to our
village in the Kinderkirk room.
It was very tiring and took a
long time. We learned how
fortunate we are that we have
access to water inside our
homes, and how much harder
life would be if we had to walk
to our village well several times
a day to get our water.

Another week we made
bread. We noticed that we
used water to wash our hands,
and used water as an
ingredient. We used water to
clean our measuring cups and
bowls. We drank water when
we were thirsty from eating
our bread. Every time we used
water we were thinking how
much harder it would be if we

had to walk all the way to the
village well.

Later we talked about using
water to stay clean and to stay
healthy. We created a poster
showing the things that people
need for good hygiene. We use
water to wash our hands, to
brush our teeth, and to clean
our cuts.

We are collecting these
things so we can create 20
CWS Hygiene Kits to send to
people who do not have the
money to purchase these
items. You can see on our
poster some of the faces of
the people who have received
these kits in the past. We want
to help other villages who are
similarly needy.

We need your help to
support the CWS mission to
help others. We need
donations of Band-Aids,
washcloths, and hand towels,
bar soap, fingernail clippers,
combs, and toothbrushes. You
can sign up to contribute on
our poster. It will be on display
at the main table in Wells Hall
and hanging on the kiosk
during the week. We will be
collecting the donations
through Palm Sunday, April 9.

In addition to the various
items listed above we also
need to collect $2 per kit, for a
total of $40 for the 20 kits we
are creating. This money is

used by the CWS to complete
the kits with perishable items
such as toothpaste, and to
then ship the kits to the
communities who need them
most.

Please consider placing a
donation marked “CWS:
Hygiene Kit” into the Sunday
collection basket by April 9.

As the Church World Service
states, “In the face of natural
disasters, violence, or grinding
poverty, hygiene kits can mean
the difference between
sickness and health for
struggling families.”

“What should we do then?”
the crowd asked. John
answered, “Anyone who has
two shirts should share with
the one who has none, and
anyone who has food should do
the same.”

Luke 3:10-11

“For | was hungry and you
gave me something to eat, |
was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink, | was a
stranger and you invited me in,
I needed clothes and you
clothed me, | was sick and you
looked after me, | was in prison
and you came to visit me.”

Matthew 25:35-36

Please help us help others.
Thank you!



APRIL DINING FOR WOMEN PROJECT

April’s project, Chicuchas
Wasi, (CW) is in Cusco, Peru.
CW is educating 112 girls who
would not otherwise be in
school. No other organizations
provide free primary school
education for rural indigenous
Quechua-speaking girls like
CW, including empowerment
and leadership training. This
grant will fund teacher salaries
and the school meal project.

The Main Street chapter of
Dining for Women meets in
Wells Hall on the fourth
Sunday of each month at 5:30

NEW ARK UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

p.m. Join us on Sunday, April
23 to share a meal (bring a
small covered dish to share),
learn more about Chicuchas
Wasi, and contribute if you
wish. Most people contribute
what they might have spent if
they’d gone out to dinner.

These are women
empowering women in third
world countries via projects
that have been heavily vetted.
This is a simple concept that
has enabled women all over
the world to enjoy fuller lives.
Join us!

Youth Group to host
potluck dinner

Our youth will host a
potluck dinner at 6 p.m. on
Saturday, April 8, as they
conclude their 30-hour fast to
raise awareness about hunger
and poverty. Everyone is
invited! To learn more visit:
www.30hourfamine.org.

Celebrate Easter:

decorate cupcakes!
Easter cupcake decorating is

just around the corner! Our
tradition of preparing cupcakes
for Easter morning is
continuing. Please join us in
the church kitchen on
Saturday, April 15 at 10 a.m. to
mix frosting colors and create
edible delights — for young and
old alike. All you will need to
bring are the baked cupcakes
you would like to decorate
(either standard size or mini) —
the church will provide
everything else. No signup
needed — come one, come all!

SEASONAL ACTIVITIES

April 9 - Palm Sunday:

M 9 a.m. Children assemble
in Wells Hall for the Palm
Sunday parade.

M 9:30 a.m. Palm Sunday
parade to kick off worship.

W 9:45 a.m. Children’s
CE/Easter wreath activity.

B 11 a.m. Coffee
Hour /Peep Diorama Contest:
Create a diorama featuring
Peeps and bring them to
display during coffee hour.

M 11:30 a.m. Easter Egg
Hunt: Everyone is welcome to
partner up with the kids and
help them search for eggs.

April 13 - Maundy
Thursday: Potluck supper
followed by worship and
communion at First Presbyterian
Church, 292 W. Main Street,
Newark, in Memorial Hall
(located behind the main
building). This is a shared
service with Head of Christiana
Presbyterian, the New Ark
UCC, and First Presbyterian.
Our evening together will
begin at 6:30 p.m. in Memorial
Hall with a simple supper of
soup and bread. We need
three or four people to bring
soup and two people to bring
bread. Please speak to our
pastor if you are able to do
one of these. Maundy Thursday
worship will directly follow the
meal.

April 16 - Easter Sunday:
Easter sunrise service at Head
of Christiana Presbyterian
Church cemetery at 7 a.m.
Attendees are invited to bring
a breakfast nosh. Our morning
worship service will follow at
the New Ark at 9:30 a.m.



http://www.30hourfamine.org/

G0-BAGS

We are scheduled to
deliver go-bags to the
Newark Empowerment
Centerin April, August,
and December. As you
grocery shop, remem-
ber to purchase items
for the go-bags so some
folks down-on-their-luck
can be given a bag
meal. We will package
go-bags again on
Sunday, April 23. All
items are welcomed,
but a list of how many of
each item we have
stored will be listed in
the announcements on
Friday, April 21 —in case
we are shy of particular
ingredients.

Itfems needed:

M Protein item

W Fruit

B Granola bar

M Beverage

B Crackers (peanut
butter or cheese)

B Napkins

M Plastic spoons

B Gallon storage bags

HE IS RISEN

MATTHEW 28:6

NEW ARK UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

NYAY/ \

Saturday, April 8, 2017
9a.m.to 3 p.m.

62 East Delaware Avenue Newark, Delaware 19711

concurrent sessions on various social justice topics and
ways to take action, plus a closing panel discussion

$20° (includes lunch) must register online by April 3 at
hit.ly/NUMCSociallustice2017 limited to 100 registrants
Of =]

Charch is a congregation with epen hearts, open minds, and open arms.
of Jesus Christ, our Savier, of

LECTIONARY READINGS

M April 2: Ezekiel 37:1-14; Psalm 130; Romans 8:6-11; John 11:1-45

B April 9: (Palm) Matthew 21:1-11; Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29;
(Passion) Isaiah 50:4-9a; Psalm 31:9-16; Philippians 2:5-11;
Matthew 26:14-27:66

M April 16: Acts 10:34-43; Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; Colossians 3:1-4;
John 20:1-18

M April 23: Acts 2:14a, 22-32; Psalm 16; 1 Peter 1:3-9; John 20:19-31

W April 30: Acts 2:1-4a, 36-41; Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19; 1 Peter 1:17-23;
Luke 24:13-35
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* indicates off site

SUN MON TUES WED THUR FRI SAT
1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
FIFTH Sunday Chimes cleans | Private rental Bridge _
of Lent 11:30am-2pm | 12:30-1:30pm | 9am-2pm et
Choir practice 8:30am Social DE Zen Potluck
Worship & AA 6pm Concerns 6:30-9pm supper 6pm
Communion 9:30am | OA 7:30pm 6:30pm
' Membership | Lenten Book
Ice dying workshop Growth Study 7-8pm
1llam-2pm 6:30pm
Greater Grace 4-8pm Childcare
provided
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
PALM SUNDAY | chimes cleans The Moms Maundy New Ark Spring
Choir practice 8:30am| 11:30am-2pm Group Thursday Coffeehouse Workday
Worship 9:30am 5:30-7:30pm | Worship 7-10pm Cupcake &
2nd Sunday Studies | AA 6pm DE Zen Committee flower cross
11am-12:30pm OA7:30pm 6:30-9pm 6:30pm decorating
Peep Diorama Finance 10am
Contest 11am Lenten Book | 6:30pm
Easter egg hunt Study 7-8pm | Childcare
11:3am provided
Greater Grace 4-8pm
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
e V) NAUCC Coordinating | Bridge Interfaith *Hope Chesapeake
‘)/Z!Srl “}-*’ R, office Committee 9am-2pm leaders Dining Association
o~ | u‘l)zl\ closed 6:30pm DE Zen meeting 10am | Room spring
Y AA 6pm 6:30-9pm meeting
Sunrise servicat Coalition *Book Group | Brandywine
Head of Christiana to Dismantle 7pm Recorders
Pres_byterian 7am the New Jim 7:30-9:30pm
Choir 3:30am Crow 7pm Couples for
WOI'ShIp 9:30am OA 7:30pm Christ 7pm
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
Choir practice 8:30am| Viay The Moms Couples
Worship 9:30am newsletter Group for Christ
Congregational deadline 5:30-7:30pm 6-11pm
meeting 11am Chimes cleans DE Zen
Gospel Truth 3-5pm 11:30am-2pm 6:30-9pm
Dining for Women AA 6pm
5:30-8pm OA 7:30pm
30

Choir practice 8:30am
Worship 9:30am
Lectionary Divinia
1lam-12pm

Youth Group 3-6pm




